
The Guangdong Pilot Free 
Trade Zone has achieved 
significant results in terms 

of policy, reform and innovation 
since it launched in 2015. Beyond 
the Free Trade Zone, other areas in 
Guangdong have also pushed ahead 
with plans to expedite Guangdong-
Hong Kong cooperation. To learn 
about the latest developments in the 
two places and explore opportuni-
ties for cooperation, PC Yu, China 
Committee Chairman led a Cham-
ber delegation to Nansha and Fos-
han on 14 and 15 July.

Business-friendly environment 
in Nansha

Carl Huang, Deputy Mayor of 
the Administrative Committee of 
Guangzhou Nansha Development 
Zone (Free Trade Zone), said, “To 
create an international trading and 

Exploring Nansha
investment environment, Nansha 
launched a series of reforms such as 
the development of an international 
trade ‘Single Window,’ a customs 
rapid inspection and release mecha-
nism as well as the ‘Internet+Easy 
Clearance’ measure, which have sig-
nificantly facilitated trade. Regard-
ing cross-border renminbi trade, 
attracting talent and simplifying 
regulations, Nansha has also intro-
duced various initiatives. The area 
is strategically positioned as a dem-
onstration zone of comprehen-
sive cooperation between Guang-
dong, Hong Kong and Macau, with 
the aim of further enhancing the 
breadth and depth of cooperation.”

Cross-border e-commerce is 
also experiencing rapid growth 
in Nansha. From only some 10 
enterprises operating in the zone 
at the end of 2014, the number has 

increased to 871 as of June this 
year, including large e-commerce 
companies such as JD.com, Vip-
shop, Jumei and Tmall. 

Zhou Peng, Section Chief, Port 
Affairs Office, Free Trade Affairs 
Administration Bureau, Nansha 
Pilot Free Trade Zone, told mem-
bers that Nansha is the first place 
in China to have launched the 
platform for cross-border e-com-
merce product quality tracking. 

Efforts are underway to create 
more “Nansha modes” by putting 
in place different measures such as 
an online application for setting 
up business in the area without 
ever having to leave Hong Kong, 
a one-stop filing approach for 
multiple business permits and a 
consolidated tax payment system, 
with a view to fostering the devel-
opment of e-commerce.



Foshan develops high-end 
services

Located near Guangzhou, Fos-
han is also undergoing tremendous 
changes. Foshan Mayor Zhu Wei 
told the delegation that Foshan has 
a population of 7 million and is the 
third-largest city in Guangdong. 
The city also enjoys rapid eco-
nomic growth and excellent trans-
port links. He hoped Hong Kong 
businesses can explore investment 
opportunities in the high-end ser-
vice sector. 

The Foshan Government is com-
mitted to building a “Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao High-end Ser-
vice Cooperation Demonstration 
Area” in Sanshan New City, Nanhai 
District, which is about a 10 min-
utes’ drive from Guangzhou South 
Railway Station. Upon comple-
tion of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-

Hong Kong Express Rail Link, it 
will take only 50 minutes to travel 
from Guangzhou South Railway 
Station to Hong Kong West Kow-
loon Station. Huang Zhihao, Sec-
retary of the CPC Nanhai Com-
mittee, stressed that the business 
exchanges between Guangdong 
and Hong Kong will be more con-
venient after the commissioning of 
the Express Rail Link.

Situated within Sanshan New 
City, Guangdong Finance High-tech 
Service Zone is positioned as “a back 
office hub for the finance industry” 
and “industrial finance centre.” Over 
260 financial institutions and enter-
prises including HSBC, AIA, Peo-
ple’s Bank of China, China Banking 
Regulatory Commission and Fujitsu 
have registered in the Zone, investing 
a total of more than RMB 50 billion. 
Some 30,000 people have set up new 

businesses or work there. To attract 
more investors and entrepreneurs 
from Hong Kong, Sanshan New City 
plans to create a “local Hong Kong” 
that emulates the same town plan-
ning standards and supplementary 
services of Hong Kong. 

The delegates visited Florentia 
Village, a large Hong Kong-invested 
shopping mall. Florentia Village is 
part of the “local Hong Kong” project 
that aims to attract people from Hong 
Kong to work and live in Foshan.

Delegation leader PC Yu said, 
“During the trip, we learned about 
the accelerating economic integra-
tion between Guangdong and Hong 
Kong. With the commencement of 
infrastructure projects, the Great 
Pearl River Delta region will play an 
important role in driving the eco-
nomic development of Southern 
China.”  




